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TCA was good news for trade

CLECAT welcomes the TCA, which provides certainty and 

predictability for businesses on a lot of aspects of post-Brexit trade.

Key elements for customs:

• Chapter on Customs and Trade Facilitation

• Mutual Recognition of AEOs

• RoRo traffic simplification

• Cooperation on a Single Window environment

• Joint cooperation: Committee on Customs Cooperation and 

Rules of Origin and on Administrative cooperation on VAT and 

recovery



TCA was good news for trade …

However, contrary to the general misconception, the TCA did not 

remove the need for businesses to prepare for customs formalities

and procedures.

• Companies, unexperienced with extra-EU trade, had to be 

made aware of the procedures, associated opportunities and 

risks

• Thousands of new customs experts had to be recruited and 

trained

• IT systems had to be adapted 

• New authorisations had to be assessed and granted



Was the logistics sector prepared?

Yes, as far as we could be. 

However, there is still an overall lack of awareness and 

preparedness in the supply chain.

The implementation of the new procedures brought about 

numerous practical challenges for supply chains, making it clear 

that seamless trade across the Channel is a thing of the past. 

The impact of the COVID-19 pandemic further complicated the 

transition.



Where do we see gaps and challenges?

More cooperation and/or guidance is needed in three areas:

1. Safety and security

• Safety and security declarations and controls form a major 

burden for logistics chains

• Cooperation on customs security will provide the necessary 

facilitation

2. Sanitary and phytosanitary (SPS) standards

• Additional paperwork and physical inspections cause severe 

disruptions for agri-food trade

• An agreement on equivalence will reduce burdens and increase 

cooperation

3. Rules of origin and procedures

• Overall lack of understanding of the new rules

• Claiming duty relief on returned goods is too burdensome and 

not practically feasible



Key ingredients for successful TCA implementation

1. Effective communication and cooperation

• Clear and targeted communication

• Optimal engagement in joint EU-UK cooperation 

activities

• Active and open dialogue with the private sector

2. Flexible and pragmatic approach to implementation

• Recognise the unique nature of EU-UK logistics chains

• Think outside the box for innovative and practical 

solutions
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